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Abstract: 

 
The United States shares two borders with two countries – Canada and Mexico. The US-
Mexican border has the most crossings annually of any border in the world, with 990 
million people crossing annually1. On the other side, the US-Canada border is 8,891 
kilometers long, making it the longest border between two countries in the world2.  
 
People get over the border in multiple ways – they take cars, buses, and trains, and can 
also cross as pedestrians. 
 

 
Questions: 
 
What is the distribution of ways people have of crossing the border into the United 
States? 

 
Data: 
 
We took one main dataset, from the Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS). It showed 
Border Crossing Data from 2009-20143. This dataset has over 340,000 points of data, and 
it primarily shows how many people crossed the Mexican and Canadian border into the 
United States, and what their modes of transportation were. 
 
 
 
 

 
1 https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico%E2%80%93United_States_border 
2 https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada%E2%80%93United_States_border 
3 This dataset can be found here – https://www.kaggle.com/akhilv11/border-crossing-entry-data 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico%E2%80%93United_States_border
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada%E2%80%93United_States_border
https://www.kaggle.com/akhilv11/border-crossing-entry-data
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Figure 1: Sample of Border Crossing Data from 2009-2014  
 

 
 
 

Methodology: 
 
We took the data, and analyzed it with Tableau software – a business intelligence 
visualization tool. We placed the data in Tableau, and then made an on-hover state in the 
graph to allow the data to be shown by state as well. 
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Results: 
 

 
 
 

Conclusion: 
 
As it turns out, the vast majority of border crossing arrive by car. 
 

• At the Canada border, 736 million people crossed into the United States by driving 
from 2009-2014, and they brought 1.538 billion people as passengers. Out of 
2.688 billion crossing total at this time, this means that car travel accounted for 
84.6% of all Canada crossings into the United States. 
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• At the Canada border, 12.97 million people crossed as pedestrians during this 
time, meaning less than .5% crossed as pedestrians. 

• At the Mexico border, 1.824 billion people crossed into the United States by 
driving from 2009-2014, and they brought 3.919 billion people as passengers. Out 
of 7.085 billion crossing total at this time, this means that car travel accounted for 
81.1% of all Mexico crossings into the United States. 

• At the Mexico border, 1.031 billion people crossed as pedestrians during this time, 
meaning 14.6 % crossed as pedestrians. 

 
 
It should be noted of course that this is only official data. Many migrants travel into the 
United States and are not registered by the Bureau of Transportation Statistics. 
 
But of those who cross the official points of entry, the vast majority of entrants arrive into 
the United States by car, either as a driver or a passenger. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


